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An Evening with
The Center for Collaborative Change

ore than 200 people took part in the
M festivities celebrating the launch of

The Center for Collaborative
Change on September 30th at Calcada in the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center. The offi-
cial launch party brought together the many
partners, supporters and community members
invested in the Center’s collaborative change
approach to revitalizing Newark. Special guest,
Newark Mayor Cory Booker praised the Cen-
er: “The mission of this grassroots organiza-
tion will help us prioritize the city's most
critical needs according to the people that
know it best — our residents. Person by person, brick by
brick, we are resiliently working towards making Newark a
safer, stronger, prouder city." Capped off by performances
by the Honorable Julien Neals (Newark's Corporation
Counsel) and his jazz ensemble, the Integrity House Choir,

and students of the American Dance Theater, the evening
was a smashing success. We are grateful for the dedica-
tion and commitment of so many who support the Cen-
ter's mission and work and look forward to sustaining these
partnerships through the new year and beyond.

Looking Back and Looking Forward...

e are midway through a
year-long, citywide needs
assessment compiling input

from people living and working through-
out Newark to determine the city's
most pervasive unmet needs, as well as

untapped resources and un-integrated
efforts. We have looked very broadly at
identifying Newark’s critical issues that
are insufficiently addressed by present
resources and strategies. We inter-
viewed 50 key civic and community

leaders, surveyed over 500 Newark res-
idents, collected and mapped existing

research and data.
During the next phase, we plan to drill
down deeper into some areas that
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